


PREPARING FOR DISASTERS

Home Fires
BEFORE

»  Install smoke alarms on every level of your home, inside bedrooms.
Change batteries every six months.

« Keep flammable items at least three feet away from anything that
" gets hot, such as space heaters or stoves. :

- Ensure that all household members know two ways to escape from
every room of your home, and where to meet outside in case of fire.

DURING

+  During a home fire, remember to get out, stay out and call 911.

« If doors or handles are warm, use your second way out. Never open
doors that are warm to the touch.

»  Crawl low under smoke.
«  Go to your outside meeting place and then call for help.

= If smoke, heat or flames block your exit, stay in the room with doors
closed. Place a wet towel under the door and call 911. Open a window
and wave a brightly colored cloth or flashlight to signal for help.

Landslides
DURING

. Ifyou suspect imminent danger, evacuate immediately.

«  Listen for unusual sounds that might indicate moving debris, such as
trees cracking or boulders knocking together. :

+ If you are near a stream or channel, be alert for any sudden increase
or decrease in water flow and notice whether the water changes from
clear to muddy. Such changes may mean there is debris flow activity
upstream so be prepared to move quickly.

=  Beespecially alert when driving.

Wildfires

BEFORE

Identify and maintain an adequate water source outside your home,
such as a small pond, cistern, well or swimming pool.

Set aside household items that can be used as fire tools: a rake, axe,
hand saw or chain saw, bucket and shovel.

Regularly clean roofs and gutters.

DURING

. Beready to leave at a moment’s notice. Listen to local radio and TV
stations for updated emergency information.

»  Always back your car into the garage or park it in an open space
facing the direction of escape.

. Confine pets to one room so that you can find them if you need to
evacuate quickly.

+  Arrange for temporary housing at a friend or relative’s home.
»  Keep indoor air clean by closing windows and doors.

« Do not return home until local authorities declare it safe.

Tsunamis
DURING

»  When the earthquake stops, gather members of your household and
move quickly to higher ground away from the coast. A tsunami may
be coming within minutes.

»  Avoid downed power lines and stay away from buildings and bridges
from which heavy objects might fall during an aftershock.
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